NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNORS' COMMITTEES

ON PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

BYLAWS

ARTICLE I - NAME

The name of this association shall be National Association of Governors' Committees on People with Disabilities, hereinafter referred to as the Association.

ARTICLE II- OBJECTIVE

It is the objective of this Association to promote equal access to employment, to promote programs and services on behalf of persons with disabilities and to advocate for inclusion of all citizens with disabilities into the mainstream of life.

ARTICLE III- MEMBERSHIP

Section 1:  Membership shall consist of Chairpersons and Executive Directors or their designees of all states and territories of the United States of America (USA). Designees must be appointed and documented by the Chair or the Executive Director.

Section 2: Past members of this Association known as alumni may attend the Annual Meeting and Training Conference when the registration fee set by the Executive Committee is paid.  These alumni are not considered eligible members of the Association.  Alumni shall have no voting privileges and may not hold an office of this Association.

Section 3: Personal care attendants shall not be considered as members of this Association.  Their attendance at meetings is to assist members of the Association.  Personal care attendants shall have no voting privileges and will reimburse the Association for costs deemed appropriate by the Executive Committee.

ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS

Section 1:  The officers of the Association shall be the Chairperson, the Vice-Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer and Parliamentarian of the Executive Committee. These officers shall be elected by the executive committee as stipulated by Article VI, section 6 and shall perform the duties prescribed by these bylaws and by the parliamentary authority adopted by the Association.

Section 2:  No member shall hold more than one office simultaneously.

Section 3:  Terms of office for all officers is one year.

Section 4: All officers will have at least one year of experience on the Executive Committee prior to running for office.

ARTICLE V – MEETINGS

Section 1: The Association will conduct an Annual Meeting and Training Conference for the membership. The date and site will be determined by the voting members.

Section 2:  Special meetings may be called at the request of the Chairperson or a simple majority of the Executive Committee at anytime. Special meetings can also be called upon the written request of 10 members of the Association. The purpose of the meeting shall be stated in the request.  Except in cases of emergency, at least two months notice shall be given to the Association.

Section 3: Representation of ten states/territories including 2 Executive Committee members shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE VI – THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Section 1: The Executive Committee shall have full power and authority over the affairs of the Association.  The Executive Committee members shall also be responsible for: 


A:  Organizing regional meetings;


B: Planning the Annual Conference and Training Session of the Association, including;
(1)
selection of the site and time for the annual conference/meeting;

(2)
preparation of the program and agenda for the annual conference/meeting;

(3)
conducting the annual conference/meeting.

C.
Meeting as necessary to discuss and resolve business matters pertaining to the Association.

D.
Creating a more effective liaison between the Governors' Committees and the appropriate federal and national organizations.

Section 2: The Executive Committee shall be comprised of eleven (11) at-large members. (Not more than one person of any state/territory’s representation may serve on the Executive Committee except in certain circumstances as determined by the Executive Committee.)

Section 3:  There shall be eleven (11) at-large members elected from the membership by the states/territories present and voting at the Annual Meeting and Training Conference in 2008 and every three years thereafter. At least one of the nominees for at-large members shall be a chairperson of a governor's committee. These members shall be known as “at-large” members of the Executive Committee and shall serve a term of three years.

Section 4:  When, for any reason, the Chairperson vacates his/her position prior to expiration, the Vice-Chairperson shall become the Chairperson and a new Vice-Chairperson shall be elected by the Executive Committee. If the Vice-Chairperson, for any reason, cannot ascend to the Chairperson's position, the Executive Committee shall elect a new Chairperson.

Section 5:  Officers of the Executive Committee shall be the Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer and Parliamentarian. Officers shall be elected by the Executive Committee in conjunction with the Annual Meeting and Training Conference. Governors' Committees' Chairs and Executive Directors are eligible for all offices.

Section 6:  Duties of the officers shall be as follows:

A.
Chairperson

1)
Conduct meetings of the Association

2)
The Chairperson of the Executive Committee or his/her designee will represent and serve as spokesperson for the Association to appropriate federal and national organizations for the purpose of discussing mutual programs and issues that are unique to all citizens with disabilities.

3)
The Chairperson shall appoint the nominating committee.

B.
Vice-Chairperson

(1)
The Vice-Chairperson shall perform the duties of the Chairperson in his/her absence.

(2)
The Vice-Chairperson shall perform assignments delegated by the Chair.

C.
Secretary



(1)
The Secretary shall perform assignments as delegated to him/her by the Chairperson.



(2)
The Secretary shall record the proceedings of all meetings of the Association and prepare documentation for distribution.


D.
Treasurer



(1)
The Treasurer shall perform assignments as delegated to him/her by the Chairperson.



(2)
The Treasurer shall maintain the organization's treasury.



(3)
The Treasurer shall suggest funding strategies.



(4)
The Treasurer shall issue a financial report annually and at request of the Chairperson.


E.
Parliamentarian

(1)
The Parliamentarian shall maintain order in all proceedings by utilizing the rule contained in the current edition of Roberts Rule of Order Newly Revised.

(2)
The Parliamentarian shall perform assignments as delegated to him/her by the Chairperson.

Section 7: The Executive Committee may, by a 60 percent (7 people) vote of all members, remove from office any officer when, in the judgement of the Executive Committee, there is a valid reason for removal or that officer is unable or fails to perform the required duties of the office as stated in the bylaws.   The Executive Committee will elect the successor of any officer so removed for the remainder of the term of the office. Any officer so removed may appeal such removal at the next regular meeting of the Executive Committee. The action of said committee shall be final.

Section 8: The Executive Committee shall meet in conjunction with the Annual Meeting and Training Conference and at such other times as called by any officer to plan the agenda and program of the Annual Meeting and Training Conference and to address any other business of the Association.

ARTICLE VII- COMMITTEES

Section 1: Such committees as the Executive Committee deems necessary shall be appointed by the Chairperson of the Executive Committee. The Chairperson shall be an ex-officio member of all committees except the Nominating Committee.

Section 2: The Nominating Committee shall be a standing committee of the Association. The Chairperson of the Executive Committee shall appoint two members of the Association to the Nominating Committee for the next year and designate its chairperson. The Nominating Committee shall have the following duties:

(1)
The Nominating Committee shall select candidates for officers and at-large members review their qualifications, receive confirmation that the candidates will accept the positions for which they are nominated for and present slate of candidates to the Association at the Annual Meeting and Training Conference for election.  Candidates need not be present to be elected.

2)
The Nominating Committee shall be in charge of the distribution counting and destruction of ballots for elections.

ARTICLE VIII – ELECTION


Section 1: Elections will follow the procedures set out in the bylaws unless otherwise specified.


Section 2: The official program of the meeting shall list the days and hours of the elections.


Section 3:  Following the report of the Nominating Committee, nominations from the floor for each office or position will be called before the vote is taken.  Each office or position shall be voted on separately and voting shall continue until one of the candidates has received a majority of the votes cast.

Section 4: Each state and territory is allocated one vote. The Chairperson of the Executive Committee shall call for the name of the delegate with the authority to cast votes from each state and territory.

Section 5: The Nominating Committee shall have general charge of the distribution and counting of ballots. Each voting delegate will receive one ballot on which to cast his/her vote.

After the ballots have been tallied by the Nominating Committee, the Executive Committee Chairperson shall announce the results.

ARTICLE IX - PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

The rules contained in the current edition of Roberts Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the Association in all cases in which they are applicable if they are not inconsistent with these bylaws and any special rules of order the Association may adopt.

ARTICLE X - AMENDMENTS TO THE BYLAWS

Section 1:  Amendments to the bylaws may be proposed by any state/territory Governor's Committee in writing to the Executive Committee at least 120 days prior to the Annual Meeting and Training Conference for approval.

Section 2: Bylaw amendments approved by the Executive Committee shall be sent to the membership of the Association 60 days prior the Annual Meeting and Training Conference.  

Section 3: Amendments must be approved by a two-thirds majority of the states/territories present and voting at the Annual Meeting and Training Conference.  Each state/territory will have only one vote for each proposed amendment.  

Amended: November 4, 1976, March 6, 1979, April 30, 1984, April 30, 1985, April 25, 1987, May 2, 1988, May 17, 1988, May 30, 1992, May 14, 1995, May 4, 1998, May 5, 2001, April 30, 2008
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