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To check the status of bills and hearing, please go to the legislative website at http://www.kslegislature.org/li/  or call the legislative hotline at 1-800-432-3924. If there are bills you would like me to follow, please let me know and I will add them to the list.  A listing of the committees, times they meet, rooms they meet in and the assistants you need to contact if you want to provide testimony are listed at the end of this update.   

To receive a copy of this announcement in large print, or other alternative formats, please call 1-800-295-5232 (voice).  This Update can also be found on the KCDC Web site:  http://www.kcdcinfo.ks.gov/legislative-information. 
The last day for action on bills turns out to be today instead of yesterday, so there is some action in the legislature.  The House goes into session at 9:00 this morning, but all there is on the calendar is reference of three bills to committees; no general orders debate is scheduled for today. Only one committee hearing was scheduled for 8:00 am this morning and that was authorizing the sale of the Kansas Bioscience Authority. The Senate is scheduled to go into session at 10:00 with only Senate Substitute for HB 2655 (education finance) for general orders debate.  No committee meetings are scheduled.  The Senate calendar does indicate they will go into session tomorrow (Friday) at 8:00, but that will be pro forma session. 
I have updated the bills lasted below as the website indicates. 

 Active Bills, 2015-2016
	Bill No.
	Description
	Impact
	Bill History and Current Status

	HB 2011
	Enacting the Cannabis Compassion and Care Act. 
	Legalizes marijuana for medicinal use
	Still in committee

	HB 2012
	Enacting the Kansas Working Families Pay Raise Act
	Raises the minimum wage by $1.00 each year from 2016 through 2018 making minimum wage $10.25. 
	Still in committee

	HB 2020
	Military service members and the Home and Community Based Services Program – Dependents
	Outlines what it takes to make dependents of military members eligible for HCBS in Kansas 
	Still in committee

	HB 2035
	Tax Credit for Low Income Students Scholarship Program
	At risk students between the ages of 7 and 21 years attending a qualified school may apply for an educational scholarship to cover tuition, fees and expenses. See the bill for more details.
	Still in committee

	HB 2038
	Budget for Fiscal Years 2015, 2016 and 2017
	
	Still in committee

	HB 2041
	Parkinson’s disease public awareness and education act
	
	Still in committee

	HB 2045
	Expansion of Medicaid Eligibility
	
	Still in committee

	HB 2047
	Patient empowerment act; concerning developmental disabilities (DD)/Intellectual (I)DD Waiver program
	
	Still in committee

	HB 2049
	An act authorizing hemp preparation treatments for seizure disorders
	Senate stripped out hemp oil treatment and other items leaving reduction of punishment for marijuana possession. Hemp oil treatment is in SB 147. 
	In conference  committee                                                                                                    

	HB 2058
	Enacting the Kansas Care Act
	This would allow people who provide care to those leaving hospitals to have information on how to care them the patient after they leave the hospital if they are not a family member or someone who is authorized to have personal health information. 
	Still in committee

	HB 2092
	Restricted driver’s licenses: seizure disorders
	
	Still in committee

	HB 2136
	Providing homestead property tax refunds to renters
	
	Still in committee

	HB 2150
	Enacting the Death with Dignity Act
	Physician assisted suicide
	Still in committee

	HB 2270
	KanCare II expansion 
	Expansion include people earning 138% of   the federal poverty level
	Still in committee

	HB 2282
	Hemp preparation treatments for seizure disorders
	Establishes registration of patients and preparation centers, protecting from arrest, prosecution and discrimination for authorized use.
	Still in committee

	HB 2290
(HB 2639)
	Relating to 24-hour crisis centers, care and treatment act for people with mental illness
	
	Still in committee



	HB 2315
	An act concerning licensure of certain facilities and standards for treatment of certain individuals with disabilities.
	


	Still in committee

	HB 2319
	Expansion of Medicaid Eligibility (?)
	
	Still in committee

	HB 2323
	Amending the Kansas Act Against Discrimination to include sexual orientation and gender identity
	
	Still in committee

	HB 2534
	Amendments to the freedom from unsafe restraint and seclusion act
	
	Still in committee 

	HB 2544
	Amending voter registration dates, adding registration when advance voting and at the polling site on election day
	It still requires proof of citizenship if registration is for the first  time. It allows a person to vote provisionally until proof of citizenship is provided within the given time frame.  
	Still in committee

	HB 2556
	Grandparents as caregivers act: age requirement deeming children under the act as foster children
	Changes age of grandparent from 50 to 40 and designates children cared for by grandparents as foster children so they are eligible for free and reduced lunches
	Still in committee

	HB 2578
	Relating to the sports head injury act
	Chiropractors are added to the list of those who can clear a student athlete to return to play after a concussion. 

	Still in committee

	HB 2585
	Establishing the Foster Care Oversight Task Force
	
	On general orders in the House

	HR 2626
	Creates the Kansas Tax Weight Loss Act

Creates an employment incentive program for businesses and not for profits who hire people reliant on government subsidies
	 A section specifically allows sheltered workshops that turn into integrated businesses that pay at least minimum wage and hire at least 50 percent people without disabilities along with other things to qualify for the tax credit. 
	Still in committee

	HB 2633
	Enacting the KanCare bridge to a health Kansas program
	
	Still in committee

	HB 2639
	Enacting the emergency observation and treatment act; relating to mentally ill persons, etc
	
	Still in committee


	HB 2664
	Establishing an intercollegiate adaptive sport grant program for students with disabilities
	
	Still in committee

	HB 2668
	Providing protections for employees who are victims of domestic violence. 
	Prohibits an employer from discriminating against employees who are victims of domestic violence in allowing leave to relocate to other housing 
	Still in committee

	HB 2682
	Concerns prevention of any state agency from consolidating medical assistance and waiver services
	
	Still in committee

	HB 2685
	Provides an income tax credit for property taxes paid by veterans with disabilities 
	
	Still in committee

	HB 2691
	Enacting the Kansas Safe Access Act – legalizing use of cannabis for medical conditions
	
	Still in committee

	HB 2695
	Enacting the respectful lending to Kansas seniors act – relating to consumer loans to senior citizens; maximum finance charges, terms; fees; disclosures; income tax exemption for interest income of certain loans. 
	
	Still in committee

	HB 2702
	An establishing an independent Home and Community Based Services ombudsman. 
	
	Still in committee

	HB 2721
	Relating to boards, councils, authorities and other governmental agencies
	Sets up study committees to look for efficiencies like shared resources labor capacities and mission alignment. KCDC, DD Council, Advisory committee for the blind and visually impaired, commission for the deaf and hard of  hearing, children with special health care needs, etc.  
	Still in committee 

	SB 9
	Enacting the Cannabis Compassion and Care Act
	
	Still in committee

	SB 80
	Enacting the Kansas Working Families Pay Raise Act
	
	Still in committee

	SB 121
	Amending the Bob Bethel Joint Committee on Home and Community Based Services and KanCare Oversight Committee Membership


	Removes all members from K.S.A. 39-7,160 1(b)(5) through (8) and adds that 3 members from the House are appointed by the Speaker, 1 member of the House is appointed by the minority leader, and 1 member of the Senate is appointed by the President.
	Still in committee

	Sub SB 147
	Amended to allow hemp oil treatment for seizure disorders
	
	Still in committee

	SB 177
	Relating to citizenship requirements for voter registration
	Adds that a county election officer or secretary of state cannot deny an application for registration for lack of citizenship evidence until the Division of Vehicles has an operational system to verify the citizenship of an applicant for the renewal of a driver’s license.
	Still in committee

	SB 219
	Adds “vulnerable” to the definition of adult in the abuse, neglect and exploitation of adults statutes
	

	Killed by Senate

	SB 238
	Relating to the Homestead Property tax refunds, eligibility for armed forces service-connected disability
	
	Still in committee

	SB 265
	Concerns hospitals and designation of lay caregivers 
	This is like HB 2058 the Kansas Care Act which allows a patient to designate a lay caregiver who can be given pertinent information about the care of the patient when they leave the hospital. 
	Still in committee

	Sub SB 323
	An act creating the Jason Flatt Act requiring suicide prevention training for school district personnel

Also includes seclusion and restraint 

	Substitute changes wording to at least one hour of suicide training or independent self-review of suicide prevention materials and requires school districts to notify parents that materials are available and concerning liability. 
	In conference committee

	SB 333
	Modifying voter registration requirements
	Adds boxes to the application whether they were born in Kansas and a blank for providing the relevant information to substantiate birth in Kansas
	Still in committee

	SB 341
	Allowing step therapy for Medicaid patients
	Step therapy requires medications be prescribed with generics first, then with more expensive medications as the other medications are shown not to work. 
	Still in House committee

	SB 371
	Enacting the KanCare bridge to a healthy Kansas program
	
	Still in committee

	SB 375 
	Concerning intellectual disability; changes definition of Significantly subaverage general intellectual functioning to “may be established by performance which is two or more standards deviations from the mean score on a standardized intelligence test…” etc.
	Committee added clarification how subaverage general intellectual functioning may be established and removed age restrictions in the definition of “intellectual disability” (stuck the statement that it must have manifested during the period from birth to age 18.)
	On House general orders


	SB 378
	Relating to prohibiting discrimination or retaliation against victims of domestic violence or sexual assault in employment 
	Removes Dept. of Labor and the enforcement agency and makes it the Kansas Human Rights Commission 
	Stricken from the calendar

	SB 383
	Allowing voter registration on election days
	
	Referred to Senate Ethics and Elections

	SB 408
	Amendments to child and adult abuse, neglect and exploitation statutes
	Deals with Kansas Departments of Children and Families and Aging and Disability Services
	In conference committee

	SB 410
	Establishing a CARE Family pilot program for foster care
	
	Still in committee

	SB 422
	Relating to KDADS licensure of certain facilities that treat people with disabilities and the standards for that treatment
	
	Referred to House Health and Human Services

	SB 437
	Concerning health care; dealing with withholding life-sustaining treatment of certain persons. Known as Simon’s Law. 
	Prohibits facilities, nursing homes and health professionals from withholding life-sustaining treatment w/out written permission from at least one parent or legal guardian of a patient or resident under 18 yoa.  
	Referred to House Health and Human Services


	SB 444
Now Senate Substitute for HB 2441
	Creates a language assessment program for children who are deaf or hard of hearing.
	
	In conference committee

	SB 447
	Provides a check-off for the Kansas mental health and substance use awareness, prevention and stigma reductions program funds
	
	Still in committee

	SB 470 
	Establishes an intercollegiate adaptive sport grant program for students with disabilities
	
	Still in committee

	SB 449
	Prohibiting of outsourcing of operations or facilities of state psychiatric hospitals
	
	In conference committee

	SB 472
	Extends protection of rights to family caregivers
	
	Still in committee

	SB 477
	An act establishing the joint committee on state psychiatric hospital oversight
	
	Committee recommended be passed/on Senate general orders. 

	SB 489
	Allowing hemp oil treatment for certain conditions 
	
	On Senate General Orders

	SB 510 
	Eliminating criminal penalties and professional discipline for recommendation, distribution or possession of medical marijuana or related paraphernalia. 
	
	Still in committee


House Committees, 2016 Committee rooms are in the Statehouse unless otherwise noted. 
	Committee
	Room
	Mtg. time
	Assistant
	Phone

	2015 Special Committee  on Foster Care Adequacy
	159-S
	On call 1:00 pm
	Gary Deeter
	785-296-7683

	Agricultural and Natural Resources
	346-S
	3:30 pm daily
	Shirley Jepson
	785-296-7637

	Agricultural & Natural Resources Budget Cmte.
	142-S 
	1:30 pm daily
	Hosanna Myers
	785-296-7643

	Appropriations 
	112-N
	9:00 am daily
	Kathy Holscher
	785-291-3446

	Children and Seniors
	218-N
	9:00 am T & Th 
	Florence Deeter
	785-296-7683

	Commerce, Labor & Economic Development
	346-S
	1:30 pm daily
	Linda Herrick
	785-296-7488

	Corrections & Juvenile Justice
	152-S
	1:30 pm  daily
	Linda Kentch
	785-296-7690

	Education
	112-S
	1:30 pm daily
	Sue Mollenkamp
	785-296-7310

	Education Budget
	281-N
	3:30 pm  daily
	Cathy Foxworthy
	785-296-7659

	Elections
	281-N
	1:30 pm M & W
	Ruth Mahner
	785-296-7476

	Energy and Environment
	582-N
	9:00 am M & W
	Patricia Kready
	785-296-7699

	Federal and State Affairs
	346-S
	9:00 am daily
	Steve Bainum
	785-296-1754

	Financial Institutions and Insurance
	281-N
	3:30 pm  daily
	Diane Brian
	785-296-6588

	General Government Budget
	218-N
	1:30 pm  daily 
	LaVerne Englehardt
	785-296-7672

	Health & Human Services
	546-S
	1:30 pm  daily
	Renae Hansen
	785-296-7631

	Insurance 
	152-S
	3:30 pm  M & W
	Diane Brian
	785-296-7501

	Judiciary
	112-N
	3:30 pm  daily
	Connie Bahner
	785-296-5805

	Legislative Post Audit 
	118-N
	Noon
	Nichole Blanchett
	785-296-3792

	Local Government
	281-N
	1:30 pm T & Th
	Dana Rooney
	785-296-7166

	Pensions and Benefits
	152-S
	9:00 am  M & W
	Lea Gerard 
	785-296-7696

	Social Services Budget
	144-S
	3:30 pm daily
	Cindy Harris
	785-296-7673

	Taxation
	582-N
	3:30 pm  daily
	Phyllis Fast
	785-296-4830

	Transportation
	582-N
	1:30 pm  daily 
	Betty Boaz
	785-296-7639

	Transportation and Public Safety Budget 
	142-S
	3:30 pm  daily
	Patti Mills
	785-296-7670

	Utilities & Telecommunications
	582-N
	9:00 am T & Th
	Linda Borror
	785-296-7647

	Veterans, Military, and Homeland Security
	152-S
	9:00 am  T & Th
	Rich Mergen
	785-296-7663

	Vision 2020
	218-N
	9:00 am M & W
	John Willey
	785-296-7654


Senate Committees, 2016 Committee rooms are in the Statehouse unless otherwise noted. 
	Committee
	Room
	Mtg. time
	Assistant
	Phone

	Agriculture
	159-S
	8:30 am M & T
	Fran Lusk
	785-296-7359

	Assessment & Taxation
	548-S
	9:30 am daily
	Judy Seitz
	785-296-2713

	Commerce
	548-S
	8:30 am daily
	Debbie Bartuccio
	785-296-4336

	Corrections & Juvenile Justice
	118-N
	9:30 am daily
	Nancy Fontaine
	785-296-7367

	Education
	144-S
	1:30 pm daily
	Erna Fabert
	785-296-7381

	Ethics, Elections & Local Government
	142-S
	9:30 p.m. W & Th
	Darla Conner
	785-296-7667

	Federal & State Affairs
	144-S
	10:30-noon daily
	Connie Burns
	785-296-4335

	Financial Institutions and Insurance
	546-S
	9:30 am daily
	Ellen Martinez
	785-296-7384

	Judiciary
	346-S
	10:30 am daily
	Suzanne Nelson
	785-296-6817

	Local Government 
	159-S
	9:30 am M & T
	Janie Harris
	

	Natural Resources
	159-S
	8:30 am  W & Th
	Toni Beck
	785-296-7694

	Public Health & Welfare
	118-N
	1:30 pm  daily
	Randi Walters
	785-296-5123

	Transportation
	546-S
	8:30 am T- F
	Carolyn Long
	785-296-7355

	Utilities
	548-S
	1:30 pm daily
	Michael Welton 
	785-296-7358

	Ways and Means 
	548-S
	10:30-noon daily
	Dee Heideman
	785-296-3775


You may be asking yourself questions such as these:
1. How do I testify?

2. How do I find out who my senator or representative is?

3. Where do I find out about a bill?

4. Is there any training on this subject?

5. Etc.

These questions can be answered with the Legislative Advocacy toolkit.
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